aphrodite in Atalanta in Calydon:

When a wonder, a world's delight,

A perilous goddess was born;

And the waves of the sea as she came

Clove, and the foam at her feet,

Fawning, rejoiced to bring forth

A fleshly blossom, a flame

Filling the heavens with heat

To the cold white ends of the north

The birth of Bhavani is the first ray of light in a 'dark, unfathomed'
universe. Gradually, the light intensifies and widens, till it becomes
like a thousand suns'. And then -

Whilst on the placid waters blooming spread,

The sky perfuming,

An op'ning Lotos rose, and smiling spread

His azure skirts and vase of gold,

While o'er his foliage roll'd

Drops, that impearl Bhavani's orient bed.

Resplendent Bhavani rises: the universe, which was all water
primevaliy, slowly separates itself into land and water. All creatures
leap to life, but it is not they alonge that are the beneficiaries of the
Mother's bounty:

Nor they alone: those vivid gems,
That dance and glitter on their leafy stems,
Thy voice inspires, thy bounty dresses,
Thy rapture blesses.

The miracle of creation is accomplished and the whole universe
is at its full bloom:

Thus, in one vast eternal gyre,

Compact of fluid shapes, instinct with fire,

Lead, as they dance, this gay creation,

Whose mild gradation

Of melting tint illudes the visual ray:

Dense earth in springing herbage lives

Thence life and nurture gives

To sentient forms, that sink again to clay.

Things acquire shape and identity, and out of formlessness evolves
significant form. The last stanza is again an address to all the "maids and
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